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makes them a long harangue, in which he exhorts
them to fulfill all their duties to Religion; he recom-
mends them above all things to have a great venera-
tion for the spirits who reside in the Temple, and
carefully to instruct their children. If any one has
distinguished himself by some act of zeal, he is then
publicly praised. Such a case happened in the year
1702. The Temple having been struck by light-
ning and reduced to ashes, seven or eight women
cast their infants into the midst of the flames to
appease the wrath of Heaven. The great Chief
called these heroines, and gave them great praises
for the courage with which they had made the
sacrifice of that which they held most dear; he
finished his panegyric by exhorting the other women
to imitate so beautiful an example in similar circum-
stances.

The fathers of families do not fail to carry to the
Temple the first of their fruits, their corn and
vegetables. It is the same even with presents which
are made to this Nation; they are immediately
offered at the gate of the Temple, when the guardian,
after having displayed and presented them to the
spirits, carries them tothe house of the great Chief,
who makes a distribution of them as he judges best,
without any person testifying the least discontent.

They never plant their fields without having first
presented the seed in the Temple with the accus-
tomed ceremonies. As soon as these people
approach the Temple, they raise their arms by way
of respect, and utter three howls, after which they
place their hands on the earth, and raise themselves
again three times with as many reiterated howls.
When any one has merely to pass before the Temple,



